118.   TELEGRAM TO GOPABANDHU DAS*
[After October 8, 1921]
ONLY         FILE         BOLD         TRUE         STATEMENT.         NEVER         MIND
CONSEQUENCE.
GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7636
119.   IF I AM ARRESTED
Rumours are afloat that I may be arrested. Everyone says that
he has reliable news. In Madras a gentleman even sent a telegram
saying that I had been arrested.
It would not be surprising if the Government did arrest me.
The Government has the right to do so. I have committed the
very same crime for which the Ali Brothers and their companions
have been arrested. It would not be wrong to say that I am the
real culprit behind their crime. What is the sense in leaving the
root alone and chopping off the branches? I was the person to
assert that one could openly tell even soldiers that they were com-
mitting a sin in serving this Government. Again it was I who
called for the destruction of the present system. If the Ali Brothers
can be arrested for these two crimes, why not I?
Why should anyone be angry if I am arrested? How else
would the Government know whether my views are shared by large
sections of the people or only by a handful of them? Only that
man may be said to hold certain views who is prepared to suffer
for them. Why should the Government not test whether I really
hold the views which I claim to do?
This is how non-co-operation works. Either the Government
mends itself or arrests non-co-operators, fines them or sends them
to the gallows.
If people are true non-co-operators, if they are brave and wise,
they will not be cowed down or yield to anger or resort to violence
or strikes in the event of my or any other non-co-operator's arrest.
1 In reply to his letter dated October 8 in which, as editor of the Samaj,
an Oriya weekly, the addressee had asked for the advice of Gandhiji whether
he should defend or not in a complaint of alleged defamation of police con-
stables by his journal